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flLet us rejoice with one another that in a world where there are a great many
good and happy things for men to do, God has given us the best and the
happiest, and made us preachers of His tru:

fANnd moreover, because the Preacher was wise he still taught the people

knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many proverbs.

The Preacher sought to find acceptable words, and what was written was

uprightt wor ds of truth.-40 Eccl esiastes 12:9



Arhey read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the

meaning so that the people could understan:

Nehemiah 8:8

NOTE:

1. This course is about learning the rules, letting them break
you i and then you breaking the rules.

2. The main thing in preaching is keeping the main thing the
main thing i which is delivering the Truth of God in a way
that is CRYSTAL CLEAR, remaining ACCESSIBLE TO
HEARERS, that HONOURS GOD and INSPIRES PEOPLE.

3. Art speaks of your personality T God does not want you to
look like a clone of your favourite preaching guru i so let
your (sanctified) personality shine through. Be you and not
someone else.

4. Science speaks of what works and what does not work.

Regardless of where you preach, i f
for example, of voice projection (

will not help the cause of the Kingdom.

5. At the end of this manual you will find a list of words and
phrases that correspond with the fill-in-the-blank sections
in several of the chapters. This is designed for self-teaching.
A test with answers is also
sheet i which will help hone your sense of clarity. It is not
intended to discourage people, so use it wisely if you are
ocritingo others.

Al his notion of the-otdateness of the Bible is utterl
absurd, but 11t 1 s 1 mpl aft
a great extent by the clergy. People say thatitha Bi
boring book; that it bel
about Shakespeare because the people who ted
Shakespeare are zeal ou
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HOMILETICS: The art and the science of the preparation and
delivery of Biblical messages

1. DEFINITION OF HOMILETICS

Art: IS your creative ability (your personality, you), there is no
right or wrong way.
Science: relates to what works and what does not work (i.e. principles

of communication, use of gestures, eye contact etc.)

2. DEFINITION OF PREACHING

Preaching is a presentationé. .
Of the WORD (JESUS)
From the WORD (BIBLE)
By the WORD (SERMON)
Preaching is the commun, clay i Goad @ Godods

3. THE PURPOSE OF PREACHING

a. toi) the mind
i) the heart and
iii) the will to apply Godobs t

b. to promote

c. toi) capture
i) clearly
iii) convincingly
iv) produce

d. to God

r
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NOTE: These goals / purposes are accumulative. To be clear you must also
be interesting. To persuade you must be all of the above. To produce
behavioural change you must be all the above.

e. - to get people to decide for Christ.
f. - to equip, edify, teach, develop
g. - to correct incorrect doctrines,

address issues / events / crises.

4. PREPARATION FOR PREACHING

1. SPECIFIC: ad hoc preparation (sit down and specifically and
intentionally prepare for next Sunday).

2. GENERAL.: a reservoir of knowledge drawn from life experience,
background, past sermons (heard, read, preached), music, observing
the culture and human behaviour, general study and exposure to
information and knowledge.

WARNING: 1. Experienced preachers must guard against the

temptation to rely purely on the general preparation source (can result in

staleness). 2. Inexperienced preachers need to commit to lifestyle of

ongoing study and personal growth. However, they usually appear to

del i verr O frrad selre al because (as a result of
general source), they focus on specific preparation.

5. ENEMIES OF PREACHING

a. - the # 1 fear in the world is the fear of
public speaking. Accept that nerves are perfectly natural i due to an
injection of chemicals into the bloodstream to enable you face a crisis.
Antidote: acknowledge your strength 7 the Holy Spirit. Prepare your
materi alhowdokmnawes car e adffamiiagizer ). Arri ve
yourself with the building, the pulpit, microphones, assess your
audience. Slow down your breathing i take a few breaths just before
you get up to speak. Slow down your introduction 7 fear makes you
speed up.




b. - watch your motive. Why are you
preaching? Is it to impress? Who is to get the glory i you or God?
Egotistical preachers bless nobody (except themselves!) which
undermines the very purpose of preaching.

C. - your audience is brighter than you think.
Take time to prepare your material, think it through, and rehearse your
mater i al . Make sure that yiotheymusthé es are 0
your asset not your enemy.

d. -iBl essed is the brief preact
shall be invited again. o Your sermon do
i mmortal. Don 6t atcrbwdibdcause sameoneetse daro | d

I capacities, anointings, experience levels, relational bridges with the
audience differ.

WIERSBE:i Bett er that our peofy
two meaty truths and put them to good use, than that they
become lost in a maze of sermonic material and have
nothing to show for

6. THE 3 MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF SERMONS

Your sermon, if it is to be effective, needs to exhibit:
i) a memorable structure
i) vivid illustrations and
iii) the touch of God (the anointing)
Success is measured:

Not in volume or emotive delivery but in the answer of the following:

&ow much did your audience take away with them? Can your audience, in
one sentence, summarise your message. Was God honoured??o



A. MEMORABLE STRUCTURE

We want our audience to be able to follow our train of thoughts as we
move them to a definite goal or climax.

Structure is necessary because:

1. ltisthe which helps the preacher gets where he
wants to go.
2. ltis to the sermon what the human is to the body.

3. lItdisciplines the

his / her thoughts and

prevents a sermonic traffic jam.

NOTE: a. Submit yourself to homiletical rules until you discover and
develop your own unigue approach.
b. Organisation in a sermon must be a servant and not a

master.

WIERSBE: i Wh a t

hear , iYou

compliment a preacher can receive. Far better for us to

a marvel ous out

s h o we d and Be nietoar L
need. 0

B. VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS

Jesus, our preacher exemplified, made extensive use of illustrations.
We call them parables, e.g. The Good Samaritan.

1. The Purpose of lllustrations

the truth of a message.

that truth to the heart.

the will to respond.

a picture in the mind.

a. to
b. to
C. to
d. to
e. to

stimulate interest and identification.




2. The source of illustrations

a. Your own life: you have already lived out more illustrations

that you could ever possibly use.
b. The Media: newspapers, magazines, TV, films, academic

wor ks, surveys, statistical materi:
C. Other sermons: always quote your source, never pas it off

as your own creation (thatos deceilf
d. Observing: life, people, animals, the planet, customs,

culture, idiosyncrasies, sport.
e. The Bible: events/actions/attitudes/characters/other

passages which reinforce/clarify/explain your point.

3. Cautions

a. Make sure your illustration is .

b. Make sure they are . Check sources /
facts.

C. Be sensitive to the people e.g. suicide story.

d. Never base your sermon on an illustration, no matter how
good it is. Base it on the .

e. Never relate as your own, an illustration from the life of
another person. It is dishonest and could embarrass your
credibility.

f. Avoid books of illustrations T chances are people have

already used the illustration on your audience.
g. Strive to be

C. THE TOUCH OF GOD

A sermon without the touch of God upon it is merely a talk. It may even
be a good sermon, but it will never be a great sermon.

How do we experience the touch of God on your sermons?

1. Realise you are merely the , privileged to carry the_

2. Recognise the_need of Godds
3. Do your iHh dvea spiatuakyaeep life.




WIERSBE:i The message must be a | iving e

our soul, and its roots must come from deep within your own experience and
the study of Godds Word. o

FREDERICK BEUCHER: i Of t e n, | am aibaphacedvheret h e

preachers preach not out of their de

WIERSBE:filt i s not enough to have the a

sermon; one must also evidence the power of a life lived under the authority of
the Word. The pulpit is no place for borrowed blessings. They must flow out of
the Ministerodés fellowship with God i

4. Make preaching an act of . WI ERSBE:
preaching is an act of worship, we will want to give of our best.
We will also seek to honour Him, not glorify ourselves or try to

show people how | earned or cl ever

5. Askthe to influence your thoughts,
gestures, ideas, presence in the pulpit.

John Stott on Preaching

Preachers are still the key people; the church is always a
reflection of the preaching it receives. It is not an exaggeration to
say that the low standards of Christian living throughout the world
are due more than anything else to the low standards of Christian
preaching and teaching.

If we (as preachers) can recover true expository preaching as
being not only exegesis but an exposition and application of the
Word of God, then congregations will learn it from us and go and
do the same thing themselves. We need to help our congregations
to grasp and use the hermeneutical principles that we are using
ourselves. We need to be so careful in the development of our

evangelical her meneutic that t
That i1 s what the text means, a
Theworstkindof preaching all ows peoj
sorry, | don't agree with you.

Al

f
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HOMILETICS: The preparation and delivery of Biblical
messages

TYPES OF SPEECHES

1. Formal: written out, memorized, prepared, often read out, seemingly
less animated.

2. Extemporaneous: prepared in content and form but delivered naturally
(e.g. news, political speeches) as though it is impromptu. Appears
spontaneous. Aim for this type of sermon delivery.

3. Impromptu: prepared on the spur of the moment, improvised, ad
libbing. This is the least encouraged type of speech.

TYPES OF SERMONS

1. Textual: a sermon in which the main divisions of the sermon are
based upon the Text. (The text itself provides the outline e.g. 2 Thess
3:3)

2. Topical: asermon in which the main divisions of the sermon are
baseduponthe t opi ¢ (subject) rather than one
unanswered prayero).

3. Textual T Topical: a sermon in which the main divisions are
suggested in the Text but are developed by the preacher (e.g. The
Good Samaritan).

4. Expositiorial: a textual sermon which is generally based on a larger
passage which is analysed in greater detail. (Could be one verse but it
is gone into in great detail).

THE STRUCTURE OF A SERMON

The structure of a sermon is what the skeleton is to the human body.

A sermon is a list of ideas you intend to convey. Your sermon is ONE BIG
IDEA comprising smaller ideas which add up to it.

BIG IDEA = LITTLE IDEA + LITTLE IDEA + LITTLE IDEA
e.g. Apples = yellow apples + red apples + green apples
The person listening needs to leave with your list of ideas.

10



TITLE

1. Tell s your audience iWwhPeeelopibng gopagsi
Jesuso
2. Promotes , , Stimulates ,

and arouses
3. Keep it simple.

INTRODUCTION

Tells the audience what youoOr e dgesuresg t o s a
their interest (light a fire).

BODY

Di scuss the issue at hand (tell them what
introduction and the title).

CONCLUSION
Wrapupit el l them what you said youdd tell the
Your conclusion should be brief. Nevers a y , Aand in conclusion. .

really intend to conclude!!!

MEMORABLE STRUCTURE

Tips:

1. Use the same parts of speech for your list of ideas e.g. all nouns, verbs,
adjectives.

2. Keepthem more or less similarinlengt h e. g. APosition, star
Chronicles 20:17)

3. Ensure they are balanced in terms of i mp«

with important things.

11



RULES OF DIVISIONS

1. of the subject. They must add up to cover the
subject. They must deliver the promise you made in the title. For example,
a sermon about apples: Apples are yellow + red + green i there are no
other colours. A sermon on faith: Faith = saving faith + healing faith +
mountain moving faith.

2. - they must not overlap. They must stand on their
own in their own right e.g. red apples + dark apples, are not mutually
exclusive categories (red is dark). Why have 2 points when this really is
only one point?

3. - must be based on one point e.g. apples are
divided on the basis of colour (not red apples + sour apples + expensive
apples - here the differentiation is colour, taste and cost i 3 different
themes in their own right requiring separate handling.

fCategories of gender in the congregatio
fAgesofpeopl e in congregationo: young & ol d

TREATMENT OF THE DIVISIONS

Each division (major point or LITTLE IDEA) must contain the following:

1. An (who, what, where & why i
what is actually being said here?)

2. An (create a picture in the mind,
clarify the explanation)

3. An (what does this mean to the

hearer, how does it affect them. This is the place of challenge).
TRANSITIONAL SENTENCES (T.S)

This is the statement that links each division to the next.

12



SERMON OUTLINE

PLACE:
DATE:

TITLE: BIG IDEA
TEXT:

INTRO: LIGHT A FIRE / CAPTURE INTEREST
T.S.
1. FIRST LITTLE IDEA
(EXPL) CONTEXT
(ILLUS) CLARIFICATION
(APPL) CHALLENGE
T.S.
2. SECOND LITTLE IDEA
(EXPL) CONTEXT
(ILLUS) CLARIFICATION
(APPL) CHALLENGE
T.S.
3. THIRD LITTLE IDEA
(EXPL) CONTEXT

(ILLUS) CLARIFICATION
(APPL) CHALLENGE

4. CONCLUSION

-13-



SERMON OUTLINE

PLACE:
DATE:

TITLE:
TEXT:

T.S.

1.

(EXPL)

(ILLUS)

(APPL)

T.S.

(EXPL)
(ILLUS)
(APPL)

T.S.

(EXPL)
(ILLUS)

(APPL)

CONCLUSION:

-14-



HOMILETICS: Theeparation and delivery of Biblical messages

TOOLS FOR PREACHING

1. Bibles. Keep as many translations as possible. Some versions
clarify verses which seem obscure in other versions.

2. Concordances Strongos i s pfT lelpssybuldgrivetHabeew b e
and Greek meanings of words. Many computer
programmes are available.

3. Commentaries Dondét place too much emtéyarsi
useful to explain obscure verses, but are really just
someone el seds opinion.

4. Books As per recommended reading list and others. Leaders are
readers and readers are leaders!

MISCELLANEOUS TIPS FOR PREACHING
WARNING:

These tips can be a blessing to you T removing obstacles that
prevent peopl e r eaodrkhgycanlbecomégango you
noose of performance around your neck.

At the end of the day we want the folk to see and hear God, not
clever communicators.

1. Eye contact: itis crucial as...

a. It the importance of the audience.
b. It the attention of the audience.

Eye contactno-n 0 6 s :

a. Falluretomake eye contact (dondét preach at t
wall) Note: fear is often the cause 1 see Jer 1:8

b. Looking at the front row only (the rest of the audience will not feel

included).

Looking at one person only.

d. Looking at your notes continually.

o
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. Gestures

a. Keep them (audience size / point being made)
b. Avoid (distraction)
c. Avoid (schoolmaster)

. Dress

Dress is relevant because the message (sermon) is conveyed by the totality
of who you are, how you are perceived and what you say.

a. Neat, clean
b. Appropriate for the audience, occasion
c. Distraction: avoid flashy clothing.

. Voice and related issues

Your voice is the chief vehicle used to present your material.

a. Volume i will depend on the size of your audience, hall, pa system etc.
Your volume must not be a distraction / irritation (too soft or too loud). Use
volume creatively.
b. Pronunciation i the act of pronouncing or uttering, articulation.
1. Clarityipeopl e need to know what youdore |
2. Speed i speaking too quickly can affect your pronunciation.
3. Familiarity 1 use words your audience will understand and relate to
(e.g. teens and business people)
4. Naturalnessidonot ( EVER, EVER, EVER) assunm
p e r s & beayourself but strive to do your best in terms of
articulation, pronunciation and projection.
c. Vocabulary 1 your choice of words.
1. Appropriate i use words your audience will understand.
2. Familiar i use words you understand or you could use them out of

context.

3. Enrichment1 be committed to personal growth in the area of your
language command. Suggested iefixletr ci se:
pays to enrich your word power 0. Ext

especially when reading and you stumble on words with which you
are not au fait. Crossword puzzles.
d. Microphone craft
1. Arriveearlyandf ami | i ari se yourself with the
2. Introduce yourself to the sound technician i ask him specifics, like
where is the best place to clip the mic, etc. Tell him how you want
your levels.
3. Regard the mic as a friend 7 it is not an enemy.

-16-



4, Donot tap the mic, or wor se, bl ow i nt
5. Be professional i do not apologise for your ignorance of mic craft i
dondét even admit it! 't distracts yo
you want to occur before you even begin.
6. Adjust your mic to the correct height before you begin!!

e. Humour
1. Keep it appropriate.
2. Be careful when using humour in a foreign culture (what is funny
here may be highly offensive there i the opposite may also apply).
3. Dondét wuse it against gour host in a
4. It must add to the sermon content i it must not be a disjointed
comedy side-show.
5. It needs to be part of who you are 1 if you are not naturally funny

outside the pulpit, donodét try to be
f. Posture

1. A confident stride is better than a timid slouch.

2. Shoul ders back, stand up straight, d

3. Incline your body slightly towards the audience 1 it implies an
interest in them.

Assignment:

1. Using (2 Thess 3:3) write a Textual outline
2 Write a Topi calUnoawntsiwiere do P rimaRea sO
Notel: Dondt write many pages, just g
Note 2: Use th&XACT SAMBrmat as per page 10.

Actually write the words: Place: Date: Title etc etc.

HOMILETICS: The preparation and delivery of
Biblical messages

-17-



FIVE EVANGELICAL LEADERS

CHRISTOPHER CATHERWOOD

THE ESSENCE OF PREACHING

The best teachers, John Stott has written, a
|l iveso. The study of Scripture is thus a pri
mi n i sstudywofGhe Bible should always be comprehensive T Stott reads the whole

Bible every year, following the Murray McCheyne schedule recommended to him by

Martyn Lloyd-Jones. Such study should be open-mi nded; onedbdés own prej
should be put aside to receive what the Bible is really saying. It should also be

expectant; the Bible can freshen the reader and banish spiritual staleness.

A preacher should also be in touch with the real world, as Stott has
said, the best preachers are always diligent pastors. (Some feel that he
made a mistake when he left the full-time pastorate of All Souls in 1970).
They should listen to their congregations and ensure that they read
widely in contemporary secular literature to see what people around
are thinking without in any way compromising themselves with the spirit
of the age.

Thus, in 1974 John Stott set up a reading and study group to examine
key current topics. He often consults with specialists before preaching
on major contemporary issues, to ensure his facts are correct, and that
he is aware of the different sides in the debate. Those who visit his study
have seen his filing system, one that is legendary in its thoroughness.
He blocks off special time for study (while recognizing that this might
not always be possible for hard-pressed ministers with no pastoral
assistance).

At All Souls he saw to it that the talents of his entire congregation where used, which
helped to free him from administrative chores that distracted him from his more
important duties. Thirty years ago he bought a cottage in Wales where he goes to
read and write and sometime to relax with his favourite hobbies 1 orthinology and
photography.

-18-



To Stott, in Stogéeendaspwepdsed i s unp:
pr es ump tinihis bookpStott gives details of how a good preacher

should prepare himself for a sermon. Personal preparation is essential.

He has, he writes, fnalways found it he
preparation as possible on my knees, with the Bible open before me, in

prayerful study.0 Then t he pmeditate bnevhat the text

meant then and how it appliestoday, and what the passag
Adomi nant thoughto i s. A sfeaiman,t as o0f
convey only one nS&yctare is atse sssentigl.eas long

as it arises naturally from the Text. The language of the sermon should

be as Asimple and cl ear as possible. o

A b o v e heaMht preaches Christ must know Christ. 6 What one
does is as important as whatonesays; At he practice of p
cannot be divorced fromthe per son of the preacher,
Christian |living, i n loyalty to Chri st
Sincerity is vital, and Stott, especially in his early days, urged lay

friends in the congregation to be as honest as possible with him as to

the content and effectiveness of his preaching.

As Christians, we should, he believes,i f eel whatdo wWe esaayi ng
should involve both mind and heart, and Stott agrees with Martyn Lloyd-

Jones thatisshouldbefil ogi ¢ dm ufei Mme.rismmeaverhi ng

superficial activity; It wells up out
words,ibr eak a hard heart andThépréaeharl a b
iIsahumbleman, dependent on the fpower of t
Jesus Christ by His Holy Spiritcan o pen bl ind eyes €& giwv
dead and rescue sl aves from satanic bc

-19-



HOMILETICS: The preparation and delivery of Biblical
messages

DIGGING FOR GOLD

Understanding the dynamics and production of structure is superfluous without
having substance to fill that structure.

DEFINITIONS

1. EXEGESIS Greek: ex = filout of o
hegesthai = fil eado

i terally: ATO LEAD OUT OFoO

Websterdos Dictionary: AA cr
I nterpretation especially o

2. HERMENEUTICS Webster marphi:ctitdne art or sc
I nterpretation, especially

THREE KEYS TO HEALTHY EXEGESIS

1. - your approach must be fresh and expectant. The
Holy Spirit is able to quicken a familiar passage
to you providing your heart is expectant. Expect
God to show you the truths contained in the
passage at hand.

2. -avoid the temptation to app
al ways Al ooking for a ser mo
Understand the difference between getting into
the Word for personal application and corporate
application.

-20-



3. - a) Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you and guide you
into all truth.

b) Read the passage over and over (50 times is
not unrealistic!)

c) Ask questions: Who? What? Where? Why?
How? So what? What is the context of this verse
in the chapter / letter? What is the historical
condition of the time?

d) Where does this leave your Y2K+ hearers
and yourself?

e) Develop an eye for main characters,
interactions, cause-and-effect statements,
memory for other cross-referencing Scriptures
that add to the passage at hand.

UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT

DEFINITION
The parts of a written or spoken communication which precede or follow a word,
sentence or passage and affect its meaning. 0

Arhe surrounding environment, circumstances, and facts which help give a total
picture of something. o

CHAPTERS AND VERSES

We cannot rely on the standard chapter and paragraph divisions in our Bibles.

AMany instances of wunfortunate chapter and p
reader to miss the pointorobscur e the full significance of

MacArthur). e.g. (2Cor7:1)Tsee what the dtiHoellr ef oreo i s t he

The context of the verse is the chapter, which finds its context in the book / letter,
which finds its context in whichever Testament it is in.

Wrenching a verse of context is a cardinal sin! A text without a
context is a pretext! (an excuse to preach your own ideas).

-21-



STEPS TO DETERMINING CONTEXT

1. Understand that a text does not exist in isolation or in a vacuum.

2. Underst and the syntax (Athe discipline that e
clauses are joined togethero) and the stru
of true expository preaching.

3. Understand that each passage has its own unique flow or structure.

4. Understand that the passage, chapter and entire book has a central theme or
argument which the author is communicating.

5. Understand the need for careful study of e
and syntactical material. This is time consuming and at times, tedious.

DETERMINING THE CENTRAL IDEA OF A PASSAGE

John Mac Arthur: AOur task is not to create
communi cate the authordés message. Our task i
rather to: 1. f i themet2hbeildamesdage arousd takthemnma a |

and, 3. make that theme the central point of

EXEGETING AN ENTIRE LETTER / BOOK

Ephesians 4:1 begins thus: AAs a prisoner of
worthy of thecalingy ou have received. 0

Preachers make a grave mistake if they view that verse in isolation from the rest of
the letter.

PRACTICAL STEPS

Research the recipients of the letter.

Discover the defining characteristics of the culture in which they were immersed.
How did that culture affect the church?

Identify the main themes that run through the letter.

Are said themes arranged in a specific way?

a s wbn ke
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In response to the above you may discover that, for instance,

1. The recipients are Christian believers in a place called Ephesus.
2. Ephesus was a commercial and religious center of Asia Minor, famous for the
Temple of Dianna. The practice of magic was a cornerstone of the local
economy. Paul 6s ministry there seriously a°
uproar in Acts 19:17-20, 23-24.
3. Potentially the temptation into old occult practices was strong because of
possible persecution. The culture was hedonistic, materialistic and occult-
focused. The average Christian needed to know who they were in Christ.
4. a. Chapters 1-3 POSITION / WEALTH e.g. 1:7-18
b. Chapters 4-6 PRACTICE /WALK e.g.5:1,25

c. SIT (POSITION), WALK (CHOICES), STAND (WARFARE)

5. Paul I's sayi ng:how o Bebaveor(chd-6)) let meetell you wioowyou
are (ch1-3) . l sndt t hatr?lcanmeasily (withiHis strengtk) puH aft h e
ch 4-6 because of the truth of my identity in ch 1-3.

Assignment:

1. Read through the Letter to the Romans

Describe the main idea in each chapter

3. What are the natural classifications in the following two sections:
Chapters 1-11 and chapters 12-16?

4. How does Romans 1:17 fit into the context of the entire letter?

5. Romans 8:12-17 is possible because which verses in the other chapters?

no
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General Comments on Preaching

Preaching is Godoés idea:

o0 In His wisdom God has chosen the foolish things to confound the wisdom of
the wise.

0 He has chosen preaching as the tool of announcement that His Kingdom has
come.

0 He has not changed His mind on this.

o Jesus came preaching the Kingdom of God. (Lk 12: 14) He sent His disciples
out to preach and cast out demons i in that order.

Preaching is the primary task of the Church:

0 The church has been commissioned with preaching the Good News.

ol tbébs the preaching of the Gospel that sav

o When you show a Jreeufsi lfmltmhat t@et mmotthdm s
minute sermon at the end.

o lItis the role of the modern preacher to help restore the place of preaching in
the hearts and minds of men.

o Paul reminds Timothy to PREACH the Word.

0 We are not to make an apology for this commisisoning to preach.

0 (Acts17:23) READT il am gomelamgt ot oy ou. O

There is power in preaching:
Things happen when people preach - lives change - especially when you preach a
transforming Gospel!

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: A Pr e ac hi n ginsaudhdamanses & $o biing us
under judgement; and it deals with us in such a way that we feel our whole life is

involved, and we go out saying, o6l can never
This has done something to me; it has made a difference in me. | am a different

person as a result of I|istening to this.o
Epictetus: Philosopheri A The phi |l osopheré6s | ecture room |

away you ought to have felt not pleasure but pain, for when you come in something

is wrong with you. One man has put his shoulder out, another has an abscess,

another a headache. Am | the surgeon then to sit down and give you a string of fine

sentences that you may praise me andthengoawayij ust as you came i n
, he says in a challenge to a philosopher i and an equally good challenge to the

preacher i Tell me, who after hearing your lecture became anxious about or reflected

upon himself? Or who as he went out of the r
finger upon my faults. | must not behave thatway agai n?0

(Jer 23:29) dAls not my word I|Iike fire, decl a
breaks a rock in pieces?0

e Lives are changed.

e Minds are liberated.

e Worldviews are corrected.

e Realities established.
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o Preaching, like worship is a political act. Unless our preaching is
a steady diet of psychological pep
o When we preach, we say we have no King but Jesus.

o Wedbll give Caesar his taxes but God
0 Acts of the Apostles i the religious leaders wanted to shut up
the apostles because theywerein f i | | i ng Jerusal em wi

teaching and were turning the city upside down. 0

o The world has tried to muzzle preachers throughout the history
of the church. Stephen, the first martyr was murdered because
of a sermon he preached. There is power in preaching.

Preaching is a holy privilege.

Phillips Brookes (1877)iLet us rejoice with one another
are a great many good and happy things for men to do, God has given us the best

and the happiest,tandmade us preachers of His truth.o

(2 Tim 4:1) READ Paul writes with holy sobriety i he windsup hisfist: il n t he
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in
view of His appearing and His Kingdom, | give you this chargeé P L ANT
CHURCHES? No. GOVERN DILIGENTLY! No!'i I g i v echarge il chardeiisso
small thing T it is a trust given, a responsibility of serious proportions i PREACH
THE WORD!!

o This is how we must approach preaching.

o0 We cannot be flippant and casual.

o This is holy ground and we should treat it like it is!

Passionless preaching is unforgivable:
Passionless-anything is unforgivable in the extreme!

o0 Is there a more blasphemous way to live?

o0 Some of the greatest, most passionate preachers came from the shores of
places that are now spiritually dark. What caused the change? They stopped
preaching the Word with power and authority.

o Passion has everything to do with conviction, not personality.

o Passion has to do with enthusiasm= GK :-t Mieems 0 .
o Passionless living has absolutely no place in the life of any Christian
anywhere!!
Richard Baxter: The Reformed Pastor:il preachdéd as never sure

and as a dying man to dying men. o
o Preachers ought to be gripped by the Text.
0 Preachers ought to be like men with fire shut up in their bones.
o Ifit grips the preacher it will grip the audience.

Piper: Scientist Charles Meisnerre Al b er t E iattitidé te orgadised religion

and preachingb0yearsago:fil do see the desiegpentialyfa t he uni
religious question i that is, one should have some kind of respect and awe for the

whol e business. |l t6s very magnificent and sh
JohnPipersays, MAEinstein must have | ooked at wha

and felt that they were blaspheming. He had seen much more majesty than they
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had ever imagined and they were just not talking about the real thing. They did not
show a proper respect for the Creator of the

Elders govern from the pulpit through preaching:
Paul writes to Timothy and to Titus and in both he says elders should teach.
In both those letters Paul tells the 2 men that the job they are there to do will only be
done with sound teaching and courageous preaching.
The mechanisms by which the Kingdom will be established by them is preaching
and teaching.
In fact, Paul cannot conceive of an elder who does not teach. Why?
V Because preaching is one of the key places where an elder exercises
authority.
V Because the pulpit is the place where direction is set, discipline is
exercised and the sheep fed, watered and pastored.
V Because preaching is a fatheros role an
Some of the greatest breakthroughs we have had in the past, and increases in
momentum had to do with a fresh burst of anointed preaching from the elders.

The compelling power of a lived sermon:

(2Tim 3:10-17) Gandhi: A My | i fe is my messagelActsBi2) messag
-ABut wh betieved Rhdlip as he preached the Good News of the Kingdom of

God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
either.

In fact, your life is a more widely heard sermon than you think. Paul called the saints
Aepi stl es r. Saate the preacters iy réad by the congregation and the
community.

WIERSBE:i The message must be a |living entity. |
soul, and its roots must come from deep within your own experience and the study of

Godds Word.o fAlt is not enoughhindtbesérraon,e t he a
one must also evidence the power of a life lived under the authority of the Word. The

pulpit is no place for borrowed blessings. T
fellowship with God in order to be fresh and
FREDERICK BEUCHER: A Of t e n , I am afraid, the Church
preach not out of their depths, but out of t

Preparation honours God and inspires people:

(Eccles 12:9-10) A And moreover, because the Preacher
people knowledge; yes, he pondered and sought out and set in order many

proverbs. The Preacher sought to find acceptable words, and what was written was

uprighti wor ds of truth. o

o Personal Preparation 1 issue here is Credibility: He was WISE i so
people listened to him.

o Material Preparation: he PONDERED, and SOUGHT OUT, and SET
IN ORDER many proverbs.

(Nen88) A They read from the Book of the Law of
meaning so that the people could understand
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0 MAKINGIT CLEAR (Col 4: 4)inPray that I may pr
0 GIVING THE MEANING
0 SO THE PEOPLE COULD UNDERSTAND

Dan Baumann in Leadership Handbooks of Practical Theology:

fuality preaching does not happen by accident. It is the result of hard work, creative

thinking, careful research, and a dependence upon the Holy Spirit. In other words,

there is no shortcut to homiletical excell en

Martyn Lloyd-Jones i The Act of Preaching

1. The whole personality of the preacher must be involved. Phillip Brookes:

APreaching is truth mediated through per.
Demosthenes: he was asked what the first great essential in oratory was; his
reply was fAAction! o Second? fAActiono. Thi

2. Authority. Never apologetic. He is there to declare something, as an
ambassador of God Most High!

3. Freedom. Not too tied to his notes. Needs to be open to the inspiration of
the moment and of the Holy Spirit i Who is able to do whatever He pleases.

4. He derives something from the congregation. There is an element of
exchange in true preaching. The eagerness and responsiveness of the
audience lifts the preacher.

5. Seriousness. He is dealing with serious matters i it is not a light and trivial
thing. He is speaking to them from God and about God; he is speaking about
the state of their hearts. Richard Baxt e
again and as a dying man to dying men. o

6. Liveliness: The preacher must never be boringor dull. Lloyd-J ones: @A Ther e
is something radically wrong with dull and boring preachers. How can a man
be dull handling such themes? This is the most interesting, the most thrilling,
the most absorbing subject in the universe; and the idea that this can be
presented in a dull manner makes me seriously doubt whether the men who
are guilty of this dullness have ever really understood the doctrine they claim
to believe and which they advocate. o

7. Zeal: He must always convey the idea that he is himself gripped by what he
is saying. dAlf he has not be@homes ppielde n
is so moved and thrilled by it himself that he wants everybody else to share
in this. He is anxious to help them, anxious to tell them the truth of God. So

he does it with energy, with zeal and wi
PastorinEngl and preaching on Jeremiah (dAafire
good man was talking about fire as if he were sitting on an iceberg. He was

actually dealing with the theme of fire in a detached and cold manner; he

was a living denial of what he was saying, or perhaps | should say, a dead
denial .o Journalist: 2 speakers. AnThe d
was this; the first spoke as an advocate
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10.

11.

12.

Warmth: He must never be clinical. He must be moved by what he is saying.
Employ heart and head. He must have rapport with the people.

Urgency: The Gospel cannot be postponed. Lloyd-J ones: fATher e

i s

N

pl ace for calm, cool scientific detach

Persuasiveness: Pauli iwe beseech you on Chiled st 0s

to God. o

Pathos: This should derive from your love fort he peopl e. Ri chard

love to preach is one thing, to love those to whom we preach is quite
anot her-Jonkbkoyid Csahinself asaadamned sinner without
emotion? Can a man look into hell without emotion? Can a man listen to the
thunderings of the Law and feel nothing? Or conversely, can a man really
contemplate the love of God in Christ Jesus and feel no emotion? The whole
position is wutterly ridiculous. o

Power:  hekefis nd power, it is not preaching. True preaching, after all, is

God acting. o (1 Th theobgytomdg thrdughraenanc hi n g

who is on fire. The chief end of preaching is to give men and women a sense
ofGodand Hi s pr es e nlones :0 fLll ocyadn f o ragnbsy e
anything if he gives me a sense of God, if he gives me something for my
soul, if he gives me a sense of that, though he is inadequate himself, he is
handling something which is very great and glorious, if he gives me some
dim glimpse of the majesty and the glory of God, the love of Christ my
Saviour, and the magnificence of the Gospel. If he does this, | am his,
debtor and | am profoundly grateful
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HOMILETICS: The preparation and delivery of Biblical
messages

1. PREACH ACCURATELYiAiScratch People Where Th

Ml preaching involves a 0so what?060 A | ec
interesting as it might be is not a sermon. A sermon touches life. It demands

practical application. One way to bore your audience is to tell them things they do

not need to hear. Or tell them so many things that they never know exactly what it

was you said anyway!!

HOW DO YOU PREACH ACCURATELY?

A.Know wher e pievbgbdreetheififearsyhepes, dreams, pains, joys.
B.Draw them fii maginatively around your prep
C. Understand the times i what are the collective issues facing all South

Africans (or wherever you live), now? These, undoubtedly, will affect them

too.
D. Plan well in advance. Lastminut e pr eparation isné6t real |
because itdés probably not going to be fre

2. PREACH POSITIVELY

A.Dondét focus on the negative continually.
B. Focus on the positive as much as possible.
e Which of the above statements is a positive statement? A or B?

° Why?
C. Write a sermon title on Hell: negatively and then positively
1.
2.

3. PREACH PASSIONATELY

Passion is about believing deeply, being convinced and persuaded. If it does not
l'ive I n you, it probably wafmithybur ve i n t hen
preaching, it needs to be lit in you first.
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JOHN PIPER:i Spur geon was anything b

There has scarcely been a pastor with more popular appeal. His

messages, however, were full of God and the atmosphere was
charged with the presence o

4. PREACH CREATIVELY

The your predictability, the
your
The your predictability, the your

- Howard Hendricks

We tend to be predictable and dull, not because we want to, necessarily, but usually
because we didndét take the time fpreathii nk eno
sing 1 go home. Who said it had to be like that? Shout at the people and sit down. Is

that preaching? Is a lecture the best way for people to learn? Get creative i you

serve a creative God!

5. PREACH AUTHORITATIVELY

HADDON ROBINSON:fiPr eachi ng with authorit
homewor k. You know your peopl ebs s
know the Bible and theology. You can explain the Bible clearly. Preachers
arendét being authoritarian when th
expl ains: AThe Bible says €0 heds
anotheri God 6 s TVdndrhdshows how t hat awut hor

ACTS 4:13 1 the authority of the disciples was rooted in their with
Jesus.

Write the verse here:

ACTS 17:1-31 Paul was authoritative because he was

Authority and boldness are not just a question of - itis a deep, inner
conviction of what you believe and in Whom you believe.
2 TIMOTHY 2:157 Paul was because he knew the Word and

therefore was not
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6. PREACH FOR A VERDICT

What a shocking T unimaginable, irrational - thing it is to lead a church, a cell group,
to preach a sermon and never expect any fruit from your labours!

Preach for a verdict. John Maxwel | says, ATa
explaining all the specials but then never actually taking the order?!! Call the people
to something.

Expect your ORTHODOXY (Latin: orthoi i st r adoxy hfitbeachi ngo t o
resutinORTHO ( Aist r PRAXIS{ dipr act i ce o)

WILLIAM H WILLIMON: "About three weeks ago a woman came out after the
service and said to me," | know you would never want to hurt anyone with what you
said, but | was really hurt by the sermon today." Suddenly, | caught myself thinking,
"Why would you ever think we wouldn't want to hurt you?" I'm sorry; the material
demands it! The thing that makes preaching tough is not simply how to have a
coherent thought within 20 minutes or how to modulate the voice. The hard thing is
Jesus! If we had something like Disneyland to preach, it would be easy. But we have
Jesus to preach, and that makes bringing that to speech - with our language and
cultureandoursinij ust really hard. o

MYTHS PREACHERS PERPETUATE

FIRST MYTH: AaWI NGI NG I T I S ENOUGHO

Your confidence or experience could easily become your greatest enemy. Some

feel preparation is an obstacle to the move of the Spirit. Nothing could be further

from the truth. Without preparation we have a lot of shallow preachers preaching,

not out of their depths but out of their shallows. And worse, preaching simplistic

sermons that have not been adequately thought through. The source of this myth

is an incorrect exegesisof Mark 13:.5-1 1. The context there (fAin
of persecution. When this happens you will be given words to speak by the Holy

Spirit. You can therefore go with the flow and relax. But this passage is definitely

not speaking about preaching in general.

2 TIMOTHY 2:15

1. BE DILIGENT: AConstant in effort to accompl:.
attentive, industrious, done with painstaking care andpers ever ance. 0
2. TO PRESENT YOURSELF TO GOD: Not approved in the sense that He
will love you more and you must earn brownie points, but in the sense that
you will make yourself more useful to Him because you have presented
yourself to Him as an act of worship.
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3. AWORKER WHO NEED NOT BE ASHAMED: AAffected or infl

shame, feeling insecure, fearing shame
shame is directly proportional to the level of study and knowledge of the
Wor d. (Hosea 4:6) nskemed)taroughlaekoper i sh ( a

knowl edgeo.

4. A WORKER WHO RIGHTLY DIVIDES THE WORD OF TRUTH: Divides i
dealing righteously with a thing, cut t |
exegetingo the Word, digging for its d

) B 1}

2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17
The purpose of learning, of wisdom, of instruction is seen inv 17:

dhat you may be . A GK = :
You have what you need for spiritual service

GOD WILL NOT PUT WORDS IN YOUR MOUTH IF YOU HAVE NOT STUDIED
AND PREPARED, UNLESS YOU ARE IN A CONTEXT OF PERSECUTION.

2 TIMOTHY 4:2

Be readyo is a Greek mil it anostafoar m: At o st ay
Ready for what? Ready to fipreach, convince,
SECOND MYTH: i ORDER = TRADI TI ONALI SM = DEATHO

Discipline (unlike legalism) never gets in the way of a man or woman of God.
Homiletical structure never gets in the way of the anointing. But worship of structure
and order (where that becomes the main thing) will produce death.

THIRD MYTH: i PEOPHAEETOLISTENTO ME PREACHO

Not hing could be further from the truth. The
bet on it!! They donét owe you a thing. Eve
want them to move into will have to be fought for. You are competing with a butterfly

that just flew in, hard seats and weary behinds, worrying thoughts, crying children

and ten thousand other distractions.
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