CHAPTER 4 : HOLY SPIRIT & SPIRITUAL GIFTS

“| baptize you with water for repentance,
but he who is coming after me is
mightier than |, whose sandals | am

not worthy to carry. He will baptize

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
(Matthew 3:11)

There are not three “steps” to becoming a Christian, only one:
repentance with faith. However, the Bible speaks of both
water baptism and Spirit baptism as natural and necessary
experiences subsequent to conversion. With Spirit baptism,
therefore, a certain “process” of conversion is completed.

It will be difficult to understand and desire this event in our life
if we do not first have some knowledge of who the Holy Spirit
is and what He does. So we need to begin by “introducing”
the Holy Spirit.

A. Who Is The Holy Spirit?

A.l. His Person

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the triune Godhead, co-
equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son. For many
centuries He was the “forgotten” person of the Trinity; in our
own He has been restored to His rightful place in Christian
thought and experience.

The Holy Spirit is not some impersonal force or merely the
power of God operative in the world (this is a common
misconception) but a person: the Bible speaks of “Him” and
“His,” not “it” and “its” and the Bible also shows Him
possessing the characteristics of a person (intelligence and
thought, speech and language as well as feelings and
emotions) and performing the actions of a person (for
example, leading, guiding, working, giving, fellowshipping,
convicting, teaching, comforting, counseling and praying).
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The Holy Spirit is also not somehow less than God (another
common misconception) but fully God: He is explicitly and implicitly
called God in Scripture; He possesses the attributes of God (for
example, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience and
immortality) and He performs or shares in the works of God (for
example, creation, revelation, conviction, regeneration,
sanctification and resurrection).

So the Holy Spirit is both a personal and a divine being. Because
He is a person we either have the Holy Spirit or not (we cannot
have half a person), and therefore we do not ask “How much of the
Holy Spirit do | have?” but rather “How much does the Holy Spirit
have of me? ” Because He is divine the Holy Spirit works in and
through us on His terms and not ours: He is sovereign and so He
cannot be manipulated and He is a person to whom we cannot
dictate; He is holy and so will not fill an unclean vessel.

Other insights into the person of the Holy Spirit may be gained from
the many names by which He is called in Scripture and from the
symbols used for Him (fire, wind, water, oil and the dove).

A.2. His Work

As part of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit is involved in all the works
of God. He played a special role in creation, revelation, God’s
dealings with Israel and the incarnation of Christ. He is involved in
the church: He indwells it, unifies it, gives gifts to its members for
the edifying of the body, ordains and equips its leaders and stirs it
to mission. He will be closely involved in the events of the end-time
and in the age to come.

Perhaps the most notable work of the Holy Spirit in this age,
however, is His involvement in the life of the individual believer.
Even before conversion it is the Spirit that convicts a man and
draws him to Christ (Jn 6:44, Jn 16:8-11). At the moment of
conversion it is the Spirit that regenerates a person’s spirit and
causes him to be born again (Jn 3:5-8, Tit 3:5). From that moment
on, therefore, every believer is indwelt by the Spirit (Ro 8:9) and
thereby also sealed by Him: the indwelling is like a deposit
guaranteeing the full payment (of salvation) at Christ’s return (Eph
1:13-14, Eph 4:30, 2Co 1:22).
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After conversion, for the rest of the person’s life, the Spirit walks
with the believer, assuring, sanctifying, fellowshipping with, leading,
guiding, teaching, inspiring and giving gifts to him. We could say
that the Holy Spirit bears primary responsibility for the individual
believer, carrying and transforming him from convicted sinner to
presented saint.

This is precisely the introduction to the Holy Spirit that Jesus gave
us (Jn 14:16-18). He is our comforter/counsellor/advocate (there is
no precise English translation for the Greek “parakletos,” one who
walks alongside us, advising us of every step of the way).

And He is not just similar to (in Greek, “heteros”) Jesus but
“another” exactly like (in Greek, “allos”) Jesus. Thus, just as to
know Jesus is to know the Father (Jn 14:7-9), so to know the Spirit
is to know Jesus (and vice versa).

Now that we know who the Holy Spirit is and what He desires to do
in and through us, we will be more able to understand, desire and
receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

B. What Is Baptism In The Holy Spirit?

We have already seen that every believer is necessarily indwelt by
the Holy Spirit from the moment of regeneration/rebirth. But the
testimony of both Scripture and millions of believers is that there is
an experience of receiving the Holy Spirit subsequent to conversion
and beyond indwelling.

Jesus, the perfect God-man, was surely indwelt by the Holy Spirit
from birth, yet He needed to be anointed by the Spirit (to receive
Him in a fuller and different way) before He began His public
ministry (Mt 3:16). The disciples seemed to receive the Holy Spirit
before Jesus ascended (Jn 20:22) and yet had to wait in Jerusalem
for a subsequent powerful infilling of the Holy Spirit before
embarking on their public ministry (Lk 24:49, Ac 1:4-5, Ac 1:8, Ac
2:1-4).

The Samaritans believed (that is, were converted) when Philip
preached to them and were therefore, from that moment, indwelt by
the Spirit (Ac 8:12). Yet Peter and John still found it necessary to
pray for them to “receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit
had not yet come upon any of them” with this subsequent infilling
and empowering (Ac 8:14-17).
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Paul (Ac 9:17) and possibly Apollos (Ac 18:24-26) and the
Ephesian disciples (Ac 19:16) also experienced a filling subsequent
to conversion.

There is then, beyond the indwelling of the Spirit in every believer
consequent to being regenerated, a definite and tangible occasion
in which the Holy Spirit comes upon us and fills us, anointing,
empowering and equipping us both for life (to be able to live the life
God wants us to live) and ministry (to be able to do the things he
wants us to do). John predicted that Jesus would baptise with the
Holy Spirit (Mt 3:11, John 1:33) and Jesus clearly identified this
subsequent powerful anointing as the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Ac
1:5).

Baptism” (which means “immersion”) is here used figuratively: in
water baptism we are literally immersed in water while in Spirit
baptism the experience is often so overwhelming and transforming
that it is as if we are being immersed in the Holy Spirit.

The baptism of the Holy Spirit brings a totally new dimension of
God’s presence, person and power into our lives. We cannot fulfill
the life or ministry God intends for us without it. It is nonsensical
therefore, not to desire it (quite apart from the instruction to us from
Jesus and Scripture to seek it). We can receive this baptism as
soon after conversion as possible (see Ac 10:44): we do not first
have to “graduate” as Christians.

C. How Do | Receive This Baptism?

While being baptised in the Holy Spirit is a profoundly supernatural
experience, we should not make it something mystical or spooky.
Here are some simple requirements (steps) to help us receive.

C.1. Convert

We must be born again believers. The Holy Spirit will obviously not
empower and fill someone in this way whose life is not already
given over to God.

C.2. Believe

We must honour and seek the Holy Spirit's work in our lives. In
particular, we must believe in the baptism in the Holy Spirit and also
in our need of it.
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C.3. Cleanse

The Spirit, who is holy, cannot and will not fill an unclean vessel.
We must repent of all sin in our lives (truly intending to turn from it)
and renounce any evil activity (for example, occult involvement)
that might hinder or quench His coming.

C.4. Surrender

To be full of the Spirit is really to be controlled by the Spirit. If we
want to be completely filled we must surrender every part of our
lives to God.

C.5. Thirst
See John 7:37-39.

C.6. Ask
See Mt 7:7 and Lk 11:11-13.

C.7. Relax And Receive
Apart from these general helps, there is no prescribed way in which
to seek/receive this baptism.

D. Who Baptises, When, And What Happens?

People can be baptised when they are on their own, or when they
are in a small group receiving ministry, or when they are simply part
of a congregation on which the Spirit is moving. It can be helpful to
have people encouraging, guiding and praying for us but this is by
no means obligatory. Those ministering may exercise the laying on
of hands (this is a scriptural pattern for imparting the Spirit) but
again this is not a prerequisite. Any Christians can minister the
baptism of the Holy Spirit (Ac 9:10, Ac 9:17) as long as they are
sincere (Ac 8:21). They need not be leaders. But those ministering
are always merely a channel: Jesus is the One who baptises, He
asks the Father for the Holy Spirit and pours Him out on us.

There is a similar infinite variety in the way the Spirit comes on
people and in the way people respond/manifest (Jn 3:8). He comes
as a mighty wind but also as a gentle breeze, as a powerful wave
but also as gentle dew.
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That there is often a marked spiritual, emotional, mental or even
physical impact when the Spirit comes upon us should not surprise
us: our finite being is being encountered and filled by the infinite
God! But the response differs from person to person: some laugh,
others cry; some are quiet, others are boisterous; some testify par-
ticularly to joy, others to peace, love or freedom. But in some way
we will know that we have been touched by God. Thus, while we
can believe in faith that God has heard and answered our request
to be baptised in the Holy Spirit, and should not get into a crisis
when “nothing happens” immediately, we always encourage people
to persevere in their thirsting and asking till there is a definite break-
through. When the Holy Spirit fills us it's unmistakable!

E. What About Speaking In Tongues?

Various spiritual gifts may be given to the believer when he is bap-
tised in the Holy Spirit and normally these are only discovered later.
However, people often begin to speak in tongues (one of the many
gifts of the Spirit) at the time of being baptised (Ac 2:4, Ac 10:44-
46, Ac 19:6). Something thus needs to be said about this gift in any
study of Spirit baptism.

All spiritual gifts, while exercised by the individual, are given for the
strengthening of the body. Tongues is a part-exception: while it has
public use and benefit, there is also a private use and benefit. It is
impossible to exaggerate the blessing of this “private” speaking in
tongues. It edifies the believer (1Co 14:2, 1Co 14:4) and greatly
heightens both his worship (Jn 4:24) and his intercession (Ro 8:26).

Scripture does not record (as some have alleged) that people
spoke in tongues on every occasion that they were baptised in the
Spirit. We thus cannot insist (as some have done) that people must
speak in tongues to be baptised in the Spirit or, conversely, that
they have not been baptised in the Spirit unless they speak in
tongues. Scripture clearly states that not every Christian must or
will speak in tongues. But we believe that every Christian can
speak in tongues (in this way tongues is another exception
amongst the gifts) and for the following reasons:
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* Other gifts edify the Church and so not every believer has to have
them in order to benefit from them. The private use of tongues
edifies the individual and so every individual needs to have itin
order to benefit from it. (We don't think God would want this benefit
for some believers and not others.)

* Paul wished that all would speak in tongues (1Co 14:5): he would
not have said this if it were not possible.

* We have never known anyone who sought this gift and did not
receive it.

If it is true that every Christian can speak in tongues, and if the
blessing to be gained from this gift is as we have described, then,
as with the baptism itself, it would just be nonsensical not to seek
and receive this gift. Our attitude should not be “Do | really have to
speak in tongues?” but “If God’s got something for me | want it!”

So ask God for this gift as you ask him to baptise you in the Holy
Spirit. God won't force this speech through your closed and
immobile mouth! Speaking in tongues is a partnership of co-
operation between the Spirit and the believer: you speak in tongues
as the Spirit enables you (Ac 2:4). So yield your speech faculties to
God. Begin to pray to Him in your home language and make a
decision of faith to stop speaking your language at a certain point
and to launch out with the new words that the Spirit gives you.
Some are released into fluent tongues quickly while others stumble
at first and have to persevere. In all cases we have to work at it,
and we grow in the gift as time goes on. But we have started on a
lifetime of blessing.

E.1. How Do | Remain Full Of The Spirit?

Being baptised in the Holy Spirit is only the beginning of the Spirit-
filled life. The Greek tense of Paul’s instruction to “be filled with the
Spirit” (Eph 5:18) is “keep on being filled.” This shows that being
filled with the Spirit is an ongoing, indeed lifelong, pursuit.

We need constantly to be “refilled” because, as one wise-guy
cracked, “We leak!” This happens “positively” when we minister we
impart (give out) some of the Spirit (Lk 8:46) and “negatively” when
we sin because we grieve the Spirit and deny him control
(remember: to be full of the Spirit is to be controlled by
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the Spirit), and also “neutrally” because simply by living in this world
with all its pressures and demands we exhaust our “fuel supply.”
Also, new situations may demand a new anointing/filling. This
ongoing filling takes place in two main ways:

* Gradual and imperceptible daily refilling that takes place through
spending time with God (privately and corporately) and by walking
in step with the Spirit and giving him control at each point (Paul
may have had this kind of filling in mind in Eph 5).

* Tangible filling at a particular moment similar to what was
experienced when you were first baptised with the Spirit. To insist
that this can only happen once is both to contradict Scripture (Ac
2:4, Ac 4:31) and to unnecessarily deny yourself further blessing
and equipping. Through both gradual, imperceptible filling and
further immersion experiences we need to seek for the rest of our
lives to “keep on being filled with the Spirit” so that we can be and
can do all that God desires for us. The Spirit-filled (Spirit-controlled)
life is the essence of and the key to the entire Christian life.

F. Spiritual qifts

* Many confuse growing churches for 'selfish’ reasons... but:
* Church health is vitally important to church growth
* And when churches are healthy they grow

F.1 Discovering your spiritual gifts is important because:

1) It will make you more Christlike

2) It will enhance the health of the church

3) It will then assist the church to grow in number
4) 1t will bring glory to God

Discovering God's plan for your life is directly related to discovering
your spiritual gifts:
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Look at Ro 12:1-8

A Living Sacrifice

12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

Gifts of Grace

3 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. * For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, ®so
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
one of another. ® Having gifts that differ according to the grace
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; ’
if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ® the
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of
mercy, with cheerfulness.

1. 1Cor12:1
2. 1Cor14:12
3. Eph 4:7

"But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure
of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says,
“ When he ascended on high he led a host of captives,

and he gave gifts to men.”

4. 1 Peter 4:10

19 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God'’s varied grace:

23



F.2 Looking at ‘Grace’- an introduction to the gifts

What we might think of Grace:
Unmerited favour (unearned), but it's more than that

It is that supernatural ability that comes from God to do a particular
thing. (It's a divine download to perform a task)

F.3 There are different qifts for different tasks

1 Cor 3:6 'l planted the seed, Apollos watered it...'
It's an anointing that brings stamina and courage for the task

F.4 God gave us the gifts — Eph 3:2 “...grace, given to me for
you.”
The greek word “given” to ‘commit something to you.'

Paul knows that God's grace has been 'given’ to him. It means that
we have to 'receive' this grace

F.5 God gives us the qift for the benefit of others.

All that we have been given is for the benefit and building up of
others

The word 'charisma'= the divine gift to the heart which results in our
joy. It must be the result. And it results in the joy of others

The benefit that we receive is supposed to flow to a recipient and
benefit them and bring them joy. So the question to be asked is:
Are we living in our gift with joy and bringing joy to others.

How will we know that the gift is benefiting the church?
The gift causes growth and adds momentum
F.6 Local churches tend to have an obvious gracing.

2 Cor 8:1-2 The macedonian church had a grace to give even in
their poverty.

F.7 Comparison destroys what God has given us

It's stupid to compare because the grace gifting is different because
the task for each person is different

1 Cor 3:1 “l could not address you as spiritual but as worldly- mere
infants Paul wanted to address them as spiritual but he calls them
worldly- unchanged, untouched by God.
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Infants- having nothing to say, nothing to add, no contribution

Much of the opposition Paul received was from Christians who
didn't want to receive apostolic input

Why was the church quarrelling? They don't understand grace
given for the different gifts God has given out for the church

F.8. How can we know our qifting?

- Does it bring you joy when we exercise it. Paul, when he
writes to the Philippians with huge joy

- You will feel God energize you as you operate in this
anointing

- Col 1:29For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he
powerfully works within me.

- It will bring joy to others- 1 Cor 4:6
- It will feel quite natural to you

- Others will recognize it- 1 Tim 4: * Do not neglect the gift
you have, which was given you by prophecy when the
council of elders laid their hands on you. ** Practice these
things, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your
progress.

G. Being faithful with your gift/fanning you gift into flame

2 Tim 1 ®For this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of
God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for God
gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.

Read Matt 25:14-30 The parable of the talents
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G.1 What Spiritual gifts are not:

A. Spiritual gifts are not natural talents.

Talents depend on natural abilities, while gifts are spiritual
empowerment.

» Talents inspire or entertain, while gifts release the supernatural
power of God in the person using their gift and in some wherein gift
is being exercised.

» Talents are just as much God given but they are not gifts eg.
Musical ability.(talent) evangelism (gift)

B. Spiritual gifts are not to be confused with offices/
positions within a local church.

The bible states there are offices: Apostle, prophet, teacher, elder,

deacons. These offices are there to equip the gifted “saints” for

action.

C. Spiritual gifts are not the same as the fruit of the Spirit.

Gifts have to do with service. While fruit of the Spirit have to do with

character coming from someone who is abiding in Christ. (Gal

5:22-23)

- It's better to have the nature of Christ then to be gifted.

- Examples: Samson-far from God / Judas-cast out demons,
betrayed Jesus

- The Corinthian church.
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CHAPTER 5 : THE FATHER-HEART OF GOD

And | will be a father to you, and you shall
be sons and daughters to me (2 Cor 6:18)

A. Introduction

This biblical truth is foundational to our understanding of how
to respond to our God, our heavenly Father. ‘Agape’ (the
sacrificial love of God), in the words of Leon van Daele, “is the
most powerful single force in the universe,” it is this love that
motivated the heart of God to reach out to us. God'’s love is so
totally different from any human love we have ever known: it
is unconditional, undeserved and absolutely perfect. We do
not have to work to receive this awesome love: this is
something that we as humans find so difficult to accept.

1Co 13:4-7 is a well-known passage on love. Most Bible
scholars agree that the love described in this passage is not
human love but the love of God. It is impossible for us to have
this love—it is given to us by the Holy Spirit. It describes
perfect, divine love: the love that our heavenly Father has for
us, His children.

God's profound love for us is demonstrated in His choosing
His only Son to die so that we, as fallen man, may have the
privilege to know Him as our Father in heaven and spend
eternity with Him (Mt 11:27).

B. Why The Father-Heart Of God?

Why devote a whole section of this manual to the father-heart
of God? Because God is a person, He can enter into personal
relationships, of which one of the easiest for us as humans to
understand is that of “father.” Jesus taught those who entered
the kingdom of God to regard God as their Father. He taught
His disciples to address God as “our Father in heaven” (Mt
6:9). All Jesus’ teaching encourages a relationship with the
Father that is intimate, close and tender. We need to
understand that God as Father is the perfect Father—He
eagerly desires that we rely on Him for:
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